
2-PART BUDGET 
SESSION WILL 
BEGIN ON 
JANUARY 31

Budget session of 
Parliament is set 

to commence on 
January 31 and will 
conclude on April 8. 
The fi rst half of the 
budget session will 
run from January 31 
to February 11. It will 
reassemble on March 
14 to sit until April 8, 
subject to government 
exigencies. President 
will address both 
Houses assembled 
together on 11 am 
on January 31 and 
Union Budget will be 
presented on Feb 1.

Forensic report 
rules out rape, 
inform police on 
Alwar incident

After getting the 
forensic report, the 

Alwar police on Friday 
ruled out the possibil-
ity of rape of a minor 
girl found injured at 
Tijara Gate here. Su-
perintendent of Police 
Tejaswini Gautam, 
on the basis of the 
medical and technical 
team report, claimed 
that the injury was not 
fatal. According to the 
report of the expert 
team of the Medi-
cal Board of doctors 
there is no vaginal or 
internal injury.  P2

IED found in bag in Delhi, NSG
carries out controlled explosion
New Delhi: An impro-
vised explosive device 
(IED) was discovered 
inside an attended bag 
at East Delhi’s Ghaz-
ipur market on Friday, 
sending the security 
agencies into high alert. 
According to officials, 
some locals first discov-
ered a suspicious iron 
box inside the bag today 
morning, and alerted 
the police.

A senior official said 
they first received a call 

at 10.19 am about the 
bag. Officers found that 
it was an iron box and 
they also called the 
NSG’s bomb disposal 
squad. NSG’s bomb de-
tection and disposal 
team carried out a con-
trolled explosion.

5-KG IED FOUND IN 
PUNJAB VILLAGE
An IED weighing fi ve 
kg and some Indian 
currency notes were on 
Friday found concealed 
in a bag lying on the 
Attari-Bachiwind road in 
Punjab’s Amritsar, close 
to the India-Pakistan 
border, police said. 
Based on a specifi c input 
about drugs and explo-
sives, the Punjab Police 
STF recovered the bag 
during search operation.
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2,64,202
With 1,09,345 recoveries , active cases are now at 12,72,073, 

while the daily positivity rate has risen to 14.78 per cent. Confirmed 
cases of the Omicron variant presently stand at 5,753

Aditi Nagar

New Delhi: India re-
ported 2,64,202 fresh 
Covid-19 cases on Fri-
day, marking a 6.7 per 
cent uptick since yes-
terday. 

This is the highest 
single-day spike in 239 
days. With 1,09,345 re-
coveries , active cases 
are now at 12,72,073, 
while the daily positiv-
ity rate has risen to 
14.78 per cent.

Worst affected Maha-
rashtra recorded 238 
new cases of  Omicron 
taking the state’s tally 
of  the new coronavirus 
variant to 1,605. Maha-
rashtra also reported 
43,211 fresh Covid-19 
infections and 19 relat-
ed deaths in the past 
24 hours. 

HIGHEST SINGLE-DAY 
SPIKE IN 239 DAYS

UNITED NATIONS REPORT WARNS OF RISE 
IN DEATHS IN INDIA IN ‘NEAR FUTURE’

A  United Nations report said that the deadly wave of 
Covid-19 Delta variant stole 240,000 lives in India 

between April and June in 2021 and disrupted economic 
recovery, and warned that “similar episodes” could take 
place in the near term. The fl agship United Nations  report 
also said that with Omicron unleashing new waves of 
infections, the human toll projected to increase again. P6

ireworks cover the sky in Walled City area of Jaipur on 
the occasion of Makar Sankranti, on Friday.  

 —PHOTO BY SANTOSH SHARMA

(Above) Union Home Minister Amit Shah being felicitated inside 
the Lord Jagannath temple during his visit in Ahmedabad.

F

Kamal Khan, award-winning 
reporter dies of heart attack

Bishop Franco 
acquitted in 
Kerala nun 
rape case

Pilot disorientation
due to weather 
change led to CDS 
chopper crash: 
Court of Inquiry

Kochi: A trial court in 
Kerala Friday acquitted 
Franco Mulakkal, the 
former Jalandhar Bish-
op of  the Catholic 
Church, of  all charges 
in the alleged rape of  a 
nun in a high-profile 
case that had led to an 
unprecedented public 
protest in the state 
more than three years 
ago by other nuns in 
support of  the com-
plainant.

Mulakkal was pre-
sent in the courtroom 
when Kottayam Addi-
tional Sessions Judge G 
Gopakumar pro-
nounced the verdict. He 
later broke down in the 
corridor outside, 
hugged his lawyers, and 
told reporters before 
leaving the premises: 
“Daivathinu sthuthi’ 
(Praise the Lord).”

However, one of  the 
nuns who had spear-
headed the protest 
against Mulakkal, Sis-
ter Anupama, ex-
pressed disbelief  at the 
verdict. “We cannot be-
lieve this verdict. We 
will continue this fight 
until the day our fellow 
sister gets justice even 
if  it means we have to 
die,” she said.

New Delhi: An unex-
pected change in weath-
er that disoriented the 
pilot who then probably 
hit the aircraft at a sur-
face had led to the De-
cember 8, 2021, crash of  
the Mi-17 V5 with In-
dia’s first chief  of  de-
fence staff, General Bi-
pin Rawat, the tri-ser-
vices’ Court of  Inquiry 
has found. The Indian 
Air Force said on Fri-
day that the Inquiry 
had submitted its pre-
liminary findings rul-
ing on Januray 5.

OUR EDITIONS: 
JAIPUR, AHMEDABAD, 

LUCKNOW & NEW DELHI

www.fi rstindia.co.in
www.fi rstindia.co.in/epaper/ 

twitter.com/thefi rstindia 
facebook.com/thefi rstindia 
instagram.com/thefi rstindia

JAIPUR l SATURDAY, JANUARY 15, 2022 l Pages 12 l 3.00  RNI NO. RAJENG/2019/77764 l Vol 3 l Issue No. 220

BEDAZZLED
SANKRANTI

Health workers admit a COVID-19 patient to a state government-run COVID hospital, amid concern 
over spread of Omicron variant of the virus in Kolkata on Friday.  —PHOTO BY PTI

Maurya, Saini, other
turncoats join SP

Lucknow: Swami Prasad 
Maurya and Dharam 
Singh Saini, former 
ministers in the Yogi 
Adityanath cabinet, joined 
the Samajwadi Party in 
the presence of its chief 
Akhilesh Yadav in Luc-

know on Friday. Among 
the former legislators 
of the ruling Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) 
present at the event were 
Bhagwati Sagar, Vinay 
Shakya, Mukesh Verma 
and Roshan Lal Verma.

Akhilesh 
welcoming 
Maurya.

Lucknow: Kamal Khan, 
a veteran and award-
winning journalist 
known for his out-
standing reportage of 
Uttar Pradesh politics 
and elegant language, 
died at his home in 
Lucknow this morning 

after suffering a heart 
attack at the age of 
61. Kamal Khan was 
with NDTV for over 
three decades. His last 
report was on the exits 
of BJP MLAs ahead 
of the Uttar Pradesh 
Assembly elections.

Gandhi Deaf School: Caring CM 
Gehlot’s gift to Jodhpurites today
First India Bureau

Jaipur: Chief  Minister 
Ashok Gehlot will an-
nounce a gift for the 
residents of  his home-
town, Jodhpur on Sat-
urday during a virtual 
programme, which will 
be held at 12.30 pm. 

The Chief  Minister 
will virtually inaugu-
rate the Gandhi Deaf  
School, which has now 
been converted into a 
College. 

Minister Tikaram 
Jully will join the inau-

gural ceremony 
through Video Confer-
encing. Meena Kanwar 
and Sangeeta Beniwal 
will also be present on 
the occasion. 

Meanwhile, CM Ge-
hlot expressed condo-
lences on the demise of  

journalist Kamal Khan.  
“My deepest condo-

lences on the sudden 
demise of  senior jour-
nalist Kamal Khan ji 
associated with NDTV. 
He had a different way 
of  presenting the news. 

His death has caused 
an irreparable loss to 
the journalism world. 
His contribution in the 
field of  journalism will 
always be remem-
bered,” CM Gehlot 
tweeted in Hindi.

CM Ashok Gehlot

On Alwar incident, Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot said 
that uninformed statements should not be made 

by political parties in this matter. The police should be 
allowed to complete the investigation independently 
and expeditiously. For the assistance of Alwar SP, a 
separate team has been sent under the leadership of a 
DIG-level offi cer. CM also informed that he is in touch 
with seniors doctors treating the minor girl.
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First India Bureau 

Kota: On the occasion 
of  Makar Sankranti, of-
ficials of  the Urban De-
velopment Trust, in a 
unique, never-before 
initiative, went knock-
ing door-to-door in the 
trans river area and 
handed over ownership 
rights of  houses to the 
beneficiaries. 

Happiness of  the ap-
plicants knew no bounds 
when trust officers 
reached their homes 
with lease documents. 

They warmly appreci-
ated this initiative of  the 
Trust, thanked the visit-

ing team by feeding 
them sesame delicacies 
and wished each other 

happy Makar Sankranti.
When the officials of  

the UDT reached the 
residence of  Shyam 
Paliwal, a retired As-
sistant Chief  Engineer, 
in Panchvati Nagar, he 
thanked the officials 
profusely.

The team led by 
Rajesh Joshi, Secretary, 
Urban Development 
Trust, first reached 
Panchvati Nagar, and 
handed over the lease 
documents to the appli-
cants wishing them a 
happy Makar Sankranti. 

Land pattas given at doorsteps as camps deferred!
SETTING AN EXAMPLE



Trust Secy 
Rajesh Joshi 

said that due to 
spread of 

Covid-19 variant 
Omicron 

administration 
has postponed 

setting up of 
camps

Alwar gang rape case is 
unforgivable: Diya Kumari

First India Bureau

Jaipur: MP Diya Ku-
mari on Saturday vis-
ited the JK Lon Hospi-
tal to find out  the con-
dition of  the 16-year old 
specially abled Alwar 
assault victim. Ex-
pressing her deep an-
guish she said that this 

heinous crime is unfor-
givable. The Govern-
ment is not taking any 
action. The perpetra-
tors of  the crime are 
roaming scot free. The 
Congress High Com-
mand is in Rajasthan to 
celebrate the birthday 
but has no time to visit 
the victim in Jaipur.

ALWAR POLICE ‘RULES OUT’ RAPE OF MINOR GIRL
According to report of expert team of doctors there is no vaginal or internal injury, further investigation is on, says SP
First India Bureau 

Alwar: After getting 
the forensic report, the 
Alwar police on Friday 
ruled out the possibili-
ty of  rape of  a specially 
abled minor girl found 
injured at Tijara gate 
here. Superintendent 
of  Police Tejaswini 
Gautam, on the basis of  
the medical and techni-
cal team report, 
claimed that the injury 
was not fatal.

Gautam said that on 
the basis of  the evi-
dence from SIT team, 
experts, dog squad and 
CCTV footage, it is clear 
that the girl left the 
house alone and came 
to Alwar city in an auto. 
“The auto driver has 
also been identified. 
The girl could be seen 
until Tijara culvert and 
nothing suspicious was 
found,” he said.

According to the re-
port of  the expert team 
of  the Medical Board of  
doctors there is no vagi-
nal or internal injury. 
Gautam said that there 
was a gap of  about 10 
minutes between the 
police getting the infor-
mation and the girl 
reaching the bridge.

Kirodi Lal Meena stages dharna, seeks justice for Alwar victim 

BJP MP Kirodi Lal Meena sitting on a dharna at road in front of 
the Alwar Zilla Parishad over Alwar gangrape case on Friday.

Ashvini Yadav 

Alwar: MP Kirodi Lal 
Meena staged a dharna 
on the road in front of  
the Alwar Zilla Pari-
shad and demanded jus-

tice for the Alwar gan-
grape victim. 

Many BJP workers 
including MLA Sanjay 
Sharma, workers of  
Mahila Morcha were 
part of  the stage in. 

Meanwhile, Union 
Minister of  Jal Shakti 
Gajendra Singh Shek-
hawat came in sup-
port of  Rajya Sabha 

MP Kirori Lal Meena 
and questioned the 
state government for 
the arrests. Shekha-
wat targeted the Con-
gress for its “Ladki 
hoon, lad sakti hoon” 
slogan in UP calling it 
as nothing but drama 
because crimes against 
women were increas-
ing in Rajasthan. 

MP Diya Kumari during her visit to JK Lon Hospital.

WOMAN DOING GYMNASTICS AT 
MOINUDDIN CHISTI TRIGGERS ROW

HC ISSUES NOTICE TO GOVT OVER 
CHANGING LAND USE IN PARKLAND

Ajmer: Controversy erupted after a young woman 
made a 15-second reel doing gymnastics on a 
Bollywood song in a black dress at the Khwa-
ja Moinuddin Chishti shrine in Ajmer. Late on 
Thursday, on the instructions of Dargah Committee 
president Amin Pathan, Assistant Nazim Adil regis-
tered a complaint at the Dargah police station. The 
committee has demanded strict action against the 
woman, Misha. The girl has uploaded the video on 
her social media account. The police are searching 
for the woman through her social media account. 
After the video surfaced, the Khadims of the dargah 
also expressed their displeasure.

Jaipur: A division bench of Justice MM Srivastava 
and Justice MK Vyas in the Rajasthan High Court 
issued notices to the state government and JDA 
and sorted answers on changing the land-use of 
the parkland in Macheda Gram Panchayat area 
on Sikar Road to make Lohamandi (a hub of iron 
trade). In this regard, Manoj Saini fi led a plea and 
told the HC that Lohamandi has been built on the 
land of Revenue Village Macheda on Sikar Road. 
For this, the land of the park as shown in the Mas-
ter Plan-2011 converted into a market by JDA.

Jaipur: The son and daughter-in-law of an offi cer 
posted in Intelligence Bureau died by suicide in Jaipur 

late Thursday night. 
The son was married 
only 9 months ago. 
First, he cut the veins 
of his hand. After that 
he consumed poison. 
Seeing this, his wife 

also consumed poison, the police said. Both were 
brought to SMS hospital, where they died. The inci-
dent is of Shiv Shankar Colony of Adarsh Nagar police 
station area. Police Offi cer Vishnu Khatri said that 
Hemant Sahu (26) and Hemlata (21) were married 9 
months ago in April.

Jodhpur: The roster of the judges of the main Bench 
of Rajasthan High Court here has been resched-

uled and the new 
arrangement will 
be applicable from 
coming Monday. As 
per the new roster, 
there will be only 
one Division Bench 

and 10 single-judge Benches. The lone Division 
Bench of Justices Sandip Mehta and Vinod Kumar 
Bharwani will hear special appeals, civil writs, 
contempt petitions, public interest litigations (PILs), 
habeas corpus petitions, criminal writs and cases 
related to the Family Court.

IB OFFICER’S SON, DAUGHTER-IN-LAW 
COMMIT SUICIDE IN JAIPUR

RAJASTHAN HC ROSTER OF JUDGES TO 
BE RESCHEDULED FROM MONDAY

2 held for raping minor 
who later died by suicide

Chittorgarh shivers at  
0.7 degrees Celsius

Dausa couple kidnap kids for ‘begging’, held

GS Shekhawat
supports Kirodi
Lal Meena

2 GIRLS ELOPE 
AND MARRY 
EACH OTHER

CIC DB Gupta’s 
dad no more, 
was Covid +ve

First India Bureau 

Bharatpur: Two peo-
ple have been arrested 
for the gangrape of  a 
minor girl in Khohra 
police station area of  
Kaithwara district in 
Bharatpur.

According to the com-
plaint, the two accused 
had clicked obscene pic-
tures and made videos 

which were made viral 
after which the victim 
committed suicide by 
consuming poison. 

Under the direction 
of  District SP Bharat-
pur, Devendra Vishnoi 
IPS and Additional Su-
perintendent of  Police 
Deeg, Bugalal Meena a 
case under the Pocso 
Act was registered on 
January 10.

First India Bureau 

Jaipur: Chittoragarh 
in Rajasthan was re-
corded as the coldest 
region after recording a 
temperature of  0.7 de-
gree Celsius, as cold 
conditions continued in 
many parts of  the state 
on Friday.

Karauli recorded 2.9 
degrees Celsius fol-
lowed by 3 degrees in 
Bhilwara, 3.4 degrees in 
Anta, 4 degrees in Sikar, 
4.4 degrees in Dabok, 4.7 
degrees in Sawai Mad-
hopur, 4.8 degrees each 
in Sirohi, Dholpur and 
Bundi, 5 degrees in Ba-
nasthali and Eranpura 

road, and 5.1 degrees in 
Sangaria. Jaipur re-
corded 6.1 degrees Cel-
sius Thursday night, a 
MeT spokesman said.

Most of  the places 
had recorded minimum 
temperature below 10 
degrees Celsius on 
Wednesday night.

Laxmikant Sharma 

Dausa: Mehandipur 
Balaji police station of  
Dausa has arrested a 
couple involved in the 
kidnapping of  chil-
dren.  They later put 
kids into begging. 

Two minors from 
their possession have 
been presented before 
the Child Welfare Com-
mittee. Balaji police sta-

tion in-charge Giriraj 
said that they had kid-
napped two girls from a 
family in July from 

Balaji’s Udaipura. 
The report of  which 

was also lodged in the 
police station. Efforts 

were being made to ar-
rest these accused with 
the help of  IT cell. 

The arrested couple 
made a shocking dis-
closure to the police 
that they used to use 
kidnapped children for 
begging. The couple 
were out of  reach of  
police because they 
used to hide at differ-
ent places in Haryana, 
UP and Delhi. 

First India Bureau 

Churu:  A case of  mar-
riage between two girls 
has been reported in 
Rajasthan. A year ago, 
the two had become 
friends and there is a 
kinship between the 
two families. 

In November 2021, 
both of  them ran away 
from home and got mar-
ried. The kins did not 
know about this, when 
the police caught them 
in Haryana recently, the 
girls disclosed that they 
had married.

First India Bureau 

Jaipur: Chief  Informa-
tion Commissioner DB 
G u p t a ’ s 
f a t h e r 
Subodh 
Bhushan 
G u p t a
p a s s e d 
away on 
Friday morning. SB 
Gupta was 84-year-old 
and was suffering from 
corona infection. 

He was admitted to 
the Rajasthan Hospital 
due to cardiac prob-
lem. He died due to 
pneumonia and he had 
tested Covid positive 
on Thursday.

Society’s collective 
effort can stop such 
evils: Min Bhupesh
Dausa: Condemning 
the rape of  a specially-
abled minor girl in Ra-
jasthan’s Alwar, state 
Minister of  Women and 
Child Development 
(WCD) Mamta Bhupesh 
on Friday said that gov-
ernment alone cannot 
stop such evils and only 
a collective resolve by 
the society can bring an 
end to such crimes.

Bhupesh said, “Gov-
ernment alone can’t 
stop such incidents. A 
collective resolve is 
needed in society. Such 
persons don’t come 
from outside. The mon-
sters do not wear a ‘ti-
lak’ so that we can iden-
tify them.” 

“We need to create a 
protective environment 
for girls. We need to cre-
ate a familial atmos-
phere for the children, 
everyone should come 
together and create 
such an environment 
through collective ef-
fort,” she added.

A specially-abled mi-
nor girl was found aban-
doned on the Tijara fly-
over in Alwar, Superin-
tendent of  Police Tejas-
wani Gautam said.

PAC CONDEMNS 

 DESERTED ON MAKAR SANKRANTI

Pushkar Lake wears a deserted look during ‘Makar Sankranti’ festival due to Covid-19 
restrictions in Pushkar on Friday —PHOTO BY HIMANSHU SHARMA

Offi cials of the Urban Development Trust distribute ownership 
rights of houses in trans river area on Friday.

Patra seeks apology from WCD 
Min for linking rape with religion
First India Bureau 

Jaipur: BJP spokes-
person Sambit Patra 
has demanded an 
apology from Ra-
jasthan Women and 
Child Development 
Minister Mamta Bhu-
pesh and Chief  Minis-
ter Ashok Gehlot over 
Bhupesh’s statement 
of  linking rapists 
with religion and ‘ti-
lak’ during a press 
conference here on 
Friday. Referring to 
Bhupesh’s statement 
that the government 

alone cannot stop 
crime, Patra said that 
the government is 
turning its back on its 
responsibility.

Bhupesh, on the 
other hand, took on 
the BJP for mocking at 
girls and indulging in 

petty politics. She said 
that people in the BJP 
are linking my state-
ment with religion. 

BJP’S PANEL TO 
VISIT ALWAR TODAY
BJP’s high level in-
quiry committee will 
go to Alwar on Satur-
day. Committee mem-
bers Alka Gurjar, 
Ajaypal Singh, Ram-
lal Sharma, Alka 
Mundra, and Jiten-
dra Gothwal will vis-
it Alwar today morn-
ing with regard to 
their inquiry.

Mamta Bhupesh

Sambit Patra

Accused couple

NEWS DIGEST



RAJASTHAN
JAIPUR | SATURDAY, JANUARY 15, 2022 03www.firstindia.co.in I www.firstindia.co.in/epaper/ I twitter.com/thefirstindia I facebook.com/thefirstindia I instagram.com/thefirstindia

First India Bureau

Jaipur: During the 
kite flying on Makar 
Sankranti, 40 people 
reached the trauma 
centre of  SMS Hospital 
after falling from the 
roof  and getting in-
jured by the manja. 
SMS Hospital Superin-
tendent Dr Vinay Mal-
hotra said cases of  fall-
ing from the roof  and 
injuring from the man-
ja have increased. 
Hence, special arrange-
ments were made for 
the treatment in the 
hospital. Most of  those 
who fell from the roof  
are children of  10 to 13 
years. 300 birds were 
injured after being en-
tangled in the manja. 

On the other hand in 
Udaipur, a famous kite 
flier Abdul Qadir did a 
unique kite flying by 
flying 700 kites from a 
string in Udaipur on 
Saturday.

Even politics wasn’t 
behind in festivity, the 
leaders targeted the  
opponents by linking 
political rhetoric with 
kite flying. 

KITES SOAR HIGH AMID 
OMICRON SCARE

Kites were offered to Govind Devji on the occasion of Makar 
Sankranti on Friday.

Governor Kalraj Mishra wished the people on the occasion Makar 
Sankranti and distributed blankets for cows to protect them from 
chilling cold.

BJP leader Rajendra Rathore and son 
Parakram seen flying kites.

Paper kites of a hundred different colours dotted the Pink City’s skyline as kite flying enthusiasts took to terraces on 
occasion of Makar Sankranti on Friday.  —PHOTOS BY SUMAN SARKAR & SANTOSH SHARMA 

Pt Suresh Mishra and others holding cutout of Sachin Pilot.
An injured man outside SMS 
Hospital. Vets treat injured birds that were injured due to manjha.

Minister Pratap Singh Khachariyawas along with family members and 
supporters enjoy flying kites at his residence.

Jaipur: Rajasthan on 
Friday recorded 10,307 
fresh COVID-19 cases 
and three more deaths, 
according to the health 
department.

As many as 2,549 
fresh cases were report-
ed from Jaipur, 1,027 
from Alwar, 801 from 
Jodhpur, 735 from 
Udaipur, 615 from Bi-
kaner, 576 from Bharat-
pur and 388 from Hanu-
mangarh, the health 
department said.

Of  the latest deaths, 
one each was reported 
from Dausa, Jodhpur 
and Udaipur. So far, 
8,991 people have suc-
cumbed to COVID-19 in 
the state, it said.

The number of  active 
COVID-19 cases in Ra-
jasthan stands at 52,773. 
As many as 3,096 more 
people have recovered 
from the viral disease, 
it said.   —PTI

HC directs not to 
use ‘Royal’ titles
Kamal Kant Vyas

Jaipur: A legal appeal 
has been filed in the 
High Court with re-
gard to use of  the word 
“Raja” in the case re-
lated to Barwada 
House. Justice Sameer 
Jain on Friday took 
cognisance of  the mat-
ter in the Bhagwati 
Singh versus ‘Raja’ 
Laxman Singh dispute 
and directed Addition-
al Solicitor General RD 
Rastogi and Advocate 
General MS Singhvi as 
well as the lawyers of  

the petitioner and re-
spondent not to use it 
anymore. He said as 
per the 26th Constitu-
tional Amendment, Ar-
ticle 363-A prohibits 
use of  titles like ‘Raja’, 
‘Nawab’, ‘Maharaja’, 
‘Rajkumar’ etc, and it 
must be honoured.

10,307 FRESH COVID CASES,  
3 MORE DEATHS IN RAJASTHAN

A girl student shows victory sign while getting jabbed. —PHOTO BY SUMAN SARKAR

Jaipur: The Urban lo-
cal bodies will distrib-
ute masks to protect 
against the third wave 
of  Corona. The Local 
Self  Government de-
partment has given 
orders in this regard 

to the bodies. Orders 
were issued on the in-
structions of  Minister 
Shanti Dhariwal. The 
local bodies will buy 
masks from Women 
Self  Help Groups at 
the rate of  Rs 10 per 

mask. Self  help 
groups will provide 2 
layer or 3 layer masks. 
If  the bodies provie 
cloth for the masks, 
the masks will be 
available at the rate of  
Rs 4 per piece.

LOCAL BODIES TO DISTRIBUTE MASKS

The virtual hearing 
being held in both Jodh-
pur Main Bench and 
Jaipur Bench has now 
been extended till Jan 
28. Though the period 
ended on Friday, it was 
prolonged for another 
two weeks in view of 
the prevailing situation 
in relation to the spread 
of corona in the state.

Moti Dungri Temple, 
Jaipur will be closed 
for the devotees on 
Sunday. Devotees will 
have online darshan 
though, Mahant Kailash 
Sharma informed. Be-
sides, Mehrangarh Fort, 
Jodhpur will be closed 
on Sunday as per  
guidelines of state govt, 
informed Mehrangarh 
Museum Trust.

VIRTUAL HEARING 
IN HC TILL JAN 28

MOTI DUNGRI TO 
SHUT ON SUNDAY

MAN JOBLESS DESPITE HC ORDER
Jaipur: Hearing a 
contempt of  court 
case, the HC has 
served notices to the 
Home Secretary, Di-
rector General of  Po-
lice and the Comman-
dant of  10th Battal-
ion, Bikaner, asking 

them to submit their 
explanation for refus-
ing to recruit the peti-
tioner despite court’s 
order. The aggrieved 
candidate Ramesh-
war Meena had plead-
ed before Justice 
Sudesh Bansal.

Justice Vyas 
writes to Lata 
Mangeshkar

First India Bureau

Jaipur: State Human 
Rights Commission 
Chairman Justice Go-
pal Krishan Vyas wrote 
a letter to Lata Man-
geshkar after hearing 
of  her being corona in-
fected. He wrote, “I pray 
for your speedy recov-
ery. I have grown up lis-
tening to your hymns. 
My mother, Late Fateh 
Kumari Vyas, was a folk 
singer of  Raj and used 
to sing your songs. I 
used to wake up in  
morning listening to 
songs sung by you & my 
mother. You are like 
Goddess Saraswati in-
carnate.”

TOTAL 40 CASES 
REPORTED AT 

TRAUMA CENTRE 

OUT OF THESE, 6 
PATIENTS HAVE 
BEEN ADMITTED

MOST OF THEM HAD 
FRACTURES, CUTS 

ON THE NOSE
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Piyush Goyal
@PiyushGoyal

Had a productive discussion with my 
good friend Australian Trade Minister 

@DanTehanWannon to fast-track 
India-Australia Comprehensive 

Economic Cooperation Agreement 
negotiations. Both sides working to 

identify new opportunities & increase 
trade & investment into our countries.

Rajnath Singh
@rajnathsingh

Glad to make three announcements 
on the Veterans Day: The DESW 

has allotted Rs 320 crores to AFFDF 
to clear all backlog of pending 

applications for welfare schemes 
especially Education & Marriage grants 

for widows/ dependent children of 
ESM. This will benefit 1,66,471 ESMs.

SPIRITUAL SPEAK

It is in the nature of 
things that joy arises in a 
person free from remorse.

—Buddha

IN-DEPTH

WHY 
KAZAKHSTAN 
MATTERS

azakhstan’s Krem-
lin-friendly presi-
dent called in Rus-
sian-led troops to 
help quell violent 

protests triggered by a govern-
ment decree that doubled fuel 
prices. The protests forced the 
government to resign, but the 
country’s political trajectory re-
mains uncertain, as does the 
impact of  the Kremlin’s latest 
imperial intervention on Rus-
sia’s relations with neighboring 
states and the West.

In this Big Picture, former 
Kyrgyz prime minister 
Djoomart Otorbaev explains 
why what started as a relatively 
peaceful protest against the fuel-
price hike quickly escalated into 
a chaotic battle among oligarchs 
for political influence. And in a 
2019 commentary, Harvard Uni-
versity’s Nargis Kassenova ar-
gued that then-President Nur-
sultan Nazarbayev’s resignation 
could have unpredictable conse-
quences, including the potential 
for major social unrest. The re-
cent unrest also raises the ques-
tion of  Russian President 
Vladimir Putin’s intentions. 

 —PROJECT-SYNDICATE.ORG

TOP TWEETS

K

n the run-up to 
Christmas, there 
was considerable 
anxiety about 
shortages of  fes-

tive food and gifts. Trade fric-
tion was already at the core 
of  the Brexit debate, and sup-
ply chain issues have been 
made much worse by the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

For example, a computer 
chip shortage had a knock-
on effect across many indus-
tries. Concerns have also 
been raised about everything 
from lithium supply for elec-
tric vehicle batteries to res-
taurant food supplies to even 
coffee shortages.

Never has the issue of  sup-
ply chain management been 
so prominent. The question 
now is what challenges sup-
ply chains face in the year 

ahead. So what can we ex-
pect? Products reach con-
sumers through a chain of  
companies involved, which 
typically includes manufac-
turers, logistics firms – who 
provide storage, distribution 
and transport – and retailers. 
Not surprisingly, the whole 
system is highly complex.

There’s a whole philosophy 
of  contemporary supply 

chain management (SCM) 
concerned with making sup-
ply chains much more inte-
grated than they used to be. 
Done well, it can significantly 
improve the overall perfor-
mance of  companies, as well 
as benefiting the economy and 
society. Yet this long-term ef-
fort to make the whole system 
more efficient has been set 
back by a whole host of  chal-
lenges in global supply chains.

Industry & academia are 
collaborating to develop in-
novative & sustainable prac-
tices, as can be seen in the 
work of  the Centre for Sus-
tainable Road Freight, for 
example. The year ahead will 
be key in adoption of  these 
practices, each of  which re-
quires change in the opera-
tional practices of  firms. 

 —theconversation.com

BIG CHALLENGES FOR 
SUPPLY CHAINS IN 2022

Business has to be 
resilient & capable of 

adapting to major 
disruptions so that it can 

develop long-term 
strategies & solutions 

to these complex 
challenges

I

Military Leadership @74

he nation celebrates the 74th 
Army Day on Saturday, Janu-
ary 15. Armed Forces are the 
last instrument of  statecraft 
of  any nation state; therefore 
they can’t afford to fail. It is 
this zero error professional-
ism that sets the military 
leaders as a class above the 
rest.  In India, the Armed 
Forces have a great history of  
providing excellent and 
praiseworthy military  lead-
ership.  The Royal Army  left 
behind a great legacy of  so-
cially deep-rooted and well 
established military  culture 
for Indian Armed Forces, 
when they left in 1947.   Once 
a coveted profession,  the Ser-
vices today are no longer the   
preferred career option for 
the millennials.

CHALLENGES IN  
21ST CENTURY
The 21st Century brings in 
large amount of  challenges 
for military leaders. The 
working environment within 
the Armed Forces is rapidly 
changing with   paradigm 
changes in social value sys-
tems and technological ad-
vancements. The dynamic 

nature of  modern warfare 
and expansion of  national in-
terests sans   frontiers have 
placed fresh challenges on 
military leadership.   Materi-
alism and economic progress 
have exerted their own pres-
sures on the moderately paid 
soldiers and officers.  Several  
pay commissions have taken 
away the privileges and spe-
cial status of  soldiers. The 
swag of  being elite class and 
privileged is slowly fading 
away.   Soldiering is no longer 
in fashion. Service to the Na-
tion no longer motivates the 
youth to undergo a hard life 
as soldiering demands.  In the 
rapidly changing socio-eco-
nomic environment in the 
country, the military leader-
ship has to be transformed 
and matured to the next level 
of  competence. Some of  the 
major challenges faced by 
military leadership on 74th 
Army Day,  are discussed 
hereafter.

CHANGED  
SOCIO-ECONOMIC  
BACKGROUND
The society is undergoing a 
rapid  transformation on ac-
count of  the high growth in 
economy and other related 
factors including prolifera-
tion of  multiple social media 
platforms.   It also results in 
significant changes in the 
value system  and percep-
tions.  Military leadership 
need to be responsive to such 

changing environment. Given 
the higher levels of  IQ, it calls 
for improved transparency in 
functioning.  Decision mak-
ing need to be made more in-
clusive to integrate all ranks 
in military matters.   Despite 
these social changes, the need 
for military leaders with 
strong fundamentals- charac-
ter, integrity  and ethics will 
never change.

WOMEN IN THE COMBAT 
Induction of  women into 
Armed Forces is the new fla-
vour of  21st Century, which 
has  brought in winds of  
change  in this male-dominat-
ed establishment. The gender 
bias will slowly fade away, as 
we move further in this cen-
tury.  The implementation 
must be deliberate, progres-
sive and adaptable to all 
ranks without sacrificing 
training standards.    The en-
try of  female cadets to NDA 
adds a new ‘co-ed’ dimension 
to the army training.  Induc-
tion of  women officers and 
their rise to ranks of  com-
manding officers and beyond 
will harbinger a paradigm 

shift in military leadership 
styles.

POLITICO-CIVIL- 
MILITARY DYNAMICS

Politico-civil-military rela-
tionship in India has been a 
low point in the last 75 years.  
In fact, much that is amiss in 
India’s national security 
framework today, could be at-
tributed a civil–military rela-
tionship which has failed to 
grow and mature in step with 
the needs of  modern-day se-
curity challenges. The result-
ant dissonance has severely 
impaired the national secu-
rity discourse and   strategic 
decision-making process.  

In the near future, senior 
leaders of  Armed Forces will 
have to also cope up with in-
creasing political pressures.  
Ambitious military leader-
ship can be the bane of  de-
mocracy, if  some leaders, 
whose ambition exceeds their 
ability, lend themselves to po-
litical manipulations. In the 
arena of  national security, the 
consequences of  moral fail-
ure can be grave. Future mili-
tary leaders will have to deal 
with such political pressures 
and stand tall for the national 
pride and for the welfare  of  
the men,  that they command.

MORAL VALUES  
AND ETHICS
Degradation of  value system 
in society as a whole has had 
a profound effect on the mili-
tary leaders. Individualism, 
materialism, economic gains 
and ‘success at all costs’  are 
all traits embedded in the pre-
sent day society. The individu-
als joining the service also 
come from same society and 
therefore, cannot totally es-
cape from its effects.  However, 
a class apart, military leader-
ship demands highest level of  
ethics and values to be able to 
lead in war. Military Leader-
ship will be able to withstand 
all pressures if  they adhere to 
fundamental values and eth-
ics of  army culture. 

CONCLUSION
India is  going through a 
transformation to claim its 
rightful place as super power 
in the present century.   As the 
Indian Armed Forces chart 
their way through the 21st 
century, the victory in future 
battles will be largely depend-
ent on the quality of  astute 
leadership displayed by our 
armed forces senior leaders. 
In the changing kaleidoscope 
of  21st Century, reform and 
reinvention may well be the 
only options for the Armed 
Forces to retain their superla-
tive standards of  leadership 
at all times.

“Dil Mange More- from 
the Military Leaders”  

THE VIEWS EXPRESSED BY  

THE AUTHOR ARE PERSONAL

T

India is  going through a 
transformation to claim its 

rightful place as super 
power in the present 

century.   As the Indian 
Armed Forces chart their 

way through the 21st 
century, the victory in 

future battles will be largely 
dependent on the quality of 
astute leadership displayed 
by our armed forces senior 

leaders. 

In India, the Armed 
Forces have a great 

history of providing 
excellent and 

praiseworthy military  
leadership  
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New Delhi: Shiv Sena 
Rajya Sabha MP and 
senior party leader 
Sanjay Raut on Friday 
slammed the Yogi 
Adityanath govt and 
said that in the com-
ing days, at least 10 
ministers may resign 
from the UP govt. 
The pre-poll churning 
in UP has seen the 
BJP getting a jolt with 
six MLAs resign-
ing from the party 
and three ministers 
quitting amid signals 
that they will join SP. 
Dharam Singh Saini 
became the third 
minister on Thursday 
who has resigned 
from the Yogi govt in 
the last four days.
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PM directs Ministries, depts to formulate 
document for ‘Vision India@2047’
New Delhi: Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi 
has directed all the Cen-
tral Ministries and De-
partments to formulate 
documents for “Vision 
India@2047” to identify 
the long-term goals and 
corresponding out-
comes for this decade 
with timelines and 
milestones.

In order to suggest 
the structural and insti-
tutional reforms nec-
essary to attain the 
envisaged “Vi-
sion In-

dia@2047” on govern-
ance, the Department of  
Administrative Reforms 
and Public Grievances 
will convene a meeting 
with sectoral experts, 
academics and the sci-
entific community on 

Saturday. In 
this re-
gard, Un-
ion Minis-
ter Jiten-

dra Singh is slated to 
chair DARPG’s first “Vi-
sion India@2047” meet-
ing with Sectoral Ex-
perts on governance is-
sues on Saturday.

Key issues pertaining 
to improving efficiency 
in decision making in 
the Central Secretariat, 
reducing pendency, ra-
tionalising working of  
ministries and depart-
ments, ethics, transpar-
ency and accountability 
in public service, crea-
tion of  effective execu-
tive agencies, core prin-

ciples of  reforms in the 
government, bench-
marking governance in 
states, management 
practices in 21st-centu-
ry governance, citizen-
centric governance, re-
forms in state secretari-
ats, district collector-
ates, use of  technology 
in governance and crea-
tion of  institutions of  
excellence would be dis-
cussed in the meeting.

Fifteen sector special-
ists will be participat-
ing in the discussions. 

—ANI

ECI organises meeting of observers
New Delhi: Election 
Commission of  India 
(ECI) on Friday organ-
ized a meeting for ob-
servers, who will be 
deployed for the upcom-
ing Assembly elections 
of  Uttar Pradesh, Utta-
rakhand, Punjab, Ma-
nipur and Goa.

The ECI had an-
nounced the schedule 
for the five poll-bound 
states on January 8. As-
sembly elections in Ut-
tar Pradesh, Uttara-
khand, Punjab, Ma-
nipur and Goa will be 
held between February 
10 and March 7. The 
counting of  votes will 
be held on March 10.

Officers from IAS, 
IPS, IRS and other Cen-
tral Services have been 
included to be deployed 
as General, Police and 

Expenditure Observ-
ers.

Chief  Election Com-
missioner Sushil Chan-
dra, Election Commis-
sioner Rajiv Kumar and 
Anup Chandra Pandey 
briefed the observers.

As per electoral roll 
data with regard to Jan-

uary 1 as the qualifying 
date, the total number 
of  electors in the state 
of  Goa, Manipur, Pun-
jab Uttarakhand and 
Uttar Pradesh are 18.35 
crore electors with a to-
tal of  215,368 polling 
stations.

Observers were 

briefed about their re-
sponsibilities to ensure 
proper direction to 
field-level officers so 
that ECI’s constitution-
al mandate is scrupu-
lously fulfilled.

The half-day long 
briefing sessions will 
also have a comprehen-

sive briefing by the 
Secretary-General ECI 
Umesh Sinha on Elec-
tion Planning, Security 
Management and 
SVEEP aspects.

Briefing sessions 
were held on the train-
ing of  personnel and 
inputs, electoral roll is-
sues and IT applica-
tions and EVM VVPAT 
Management System, 
legal issues, MCC and 
expenditure monitor-
ing etc.

All eyes of  political 
parties are on meeting 
Election Commission 
meeting today where it 
will review the COV-
ID-19 situation in poll 
blind states and take 
the decision on its ear-
lier decision of  Virtual 
rallies by political par-
ties.   —ANI

CEC SUSHIL CHANDRA, EC RAJIV KUMAR AND ANUP CHANDRA PANDEY BRIEFED THE OBSERVERS

CEC Sushil Chandra along with ECs Rajiv Kumar & Anup C Pandey 
addressing Observers Briefi ng Meeting, organised by ECI for Assembly 
polls in Goa, Manipur, Punjab, UP & Uttarakhand, in Delhi on Friday.

Congress CEC finalises 
names for Pb, list soon

New Delhi: Congress 
is likely to release its 
first list of  candidates 
for the Uttarakhand 
Assembly election on 
Saturday after Con-
gress Central Election 
Committee meeting.

Senior Congress 
leader Harish Rawat 
while speaking to ANI 
said, “Tomorrow we 
will present all names 
to the CEC. Agree-
ment on 70 seats has 
been done and after 
the CEC meeting, the 
first list will be re-
leased.” 

He added, “We have 
discussed all seats and 
compared all the can-
didates who can win in 
the present situation. 
Almost on all the 70 
seats, we have final-
ised the name.”  —ANI

New Delhi : A meeting 
of  the CEC for Punjab 
Assembly elections took 
place on Thursday 
through video confer-
encing in which discus-
sion was held to finalise 
candidates. The first list 
of  Congress candidates 
for Punjab polls will be 
out soon. Interestingly, 
CM Charanjeeet Singh 
Channi, who is current-
ly representing the 

Chamkaur Sahib seat in 
Punjab Assembly, is 
likely to contest from 
two seats. Congress has 
finalised the list of  more 
than 70 candidates 
which include a large 
number of  sitting 
MLAs. Another round 
of  the CEC meeting will 
be held and the first list 
of  Cong candidates is 
likely to be announced 
on Friday.  —ANI

Phagwara: Senior Con-
gress leader and former 
Punjab Minister Joginder 
Singh Mann on Friday 
quit the party, snapping 
his 50-year-old ties with 
the party. The leader from 
the SC community was 
miffed over “no action” 
against perpetrators of 
the alleged multi-crore 
post-matric SC scholar-
ship scam and non-grant 
of district status to Phag-
wara. He resigned from 
the party and as Chairman 
of the Punjab Agro Indus-
tries Corporation.  —ANI

Kolkata: Amid the surge 
in Covid-19 and Omi-
cron cases in the state, 
the West Bengal State 
Election Commission on 
Wednesday said that vot-
ers living in containment 
zones will be allowed to 
vote only during the last 
hour of poll timings in the 
forthcoming civic elec-
tions. Voters in contain-
ment zones will be able to 
cast their votes between 
4 – 5 pm on polling day.  
Municipal elections in 
Asansol, Chandannagar, 
Siliguri and Bidhannagar 
are scheduled to be held 
on January 22. All the 
poll-bound areas have 
been reporting an sharp 
rise in Covid-19 cases. 

Goa: The BJP has 
shortlisted the names 
of  candidates for 40 
seats for the 2022 Goa 
Assembly elections for 
recommendation to 
the party’s parliamen-
tary board, said BJP’s 
national general secre-
tary and party’s in-
charge for Goa CT 
Ravi. “BJP is going 
contest election on all 
40 seats. BJP in Goa 
has already done alli-
ance with the people,” 
he added.

Goa polls: BJP 
to contest all 
40 seats

New Delhi: Worried 
over soaring COVID-19 
cases, the Ministry of  
Home Affairs has in-
structed CAPF on elec-
tion duty in five poll-
bound states to strictly 
follow safety protocols.

A senior MHA offi-
cial on Friday said that 
CAPFs have been asked 
to brief  the officers on 
the ground regarding 
the safety and security 

of  their men deployed 
in five poll-bound 
states- Uttar Pradesh, 
Uttarakhand, Punjab, 
Goa and Manipur to 
prevent them from get-
ting infected.

MHA instructs CAPF to 
follow Covid protocols

U’khand: Cong to release 1st 
list today after CEC meeting

ELECTORS IN STATE

First list of Congress candidates for Punjab polls wil be out soon.

Cong SC leader 
Joginder Mann 
quits party

Containment 
zones to vote in 
last hrs: WBSEC

10 MINISTERS MAY 
QUIT BJP: RAUT

Lobo can be of use to Cong but his aim 
is to remain in power, no matter what!
Mahesh Sharma

New Delhi: In Goa, 
Congress has dealt a 
major blow to the ruling 
BJP as Michael Lobo, 
a minister in the state 
government for five 
years, resigned from 
both government and 
BJP & joined Congress. 

He is an MLA from 
Calangute and was ear-
lier in Congress. For 
five years, when he was 
in the BJP and was a 
minister in the state 
government, Congress 
leaders levelled major 

allegations against him 
like irregularities in 
land grabbing in the 
Calangute area and 
horse-trading. But 
when he returned to 
Congress, the party for-
got all the charges and 
welcomed him with 
open arms. That’s be-

cause he can be of  great 
use to Congress.  He is a 
Catholic Christian and 
has good hold among 
voters of  this group. He 
is the third Catholic 
Christian to leave BJP, 
so Congress sees more 
profit in him. 

However, now the 
BJP leaders are accus-
ing him of  land dispute. 
Meanwhile, it is also be-
ing said that Congress 
can also give ticket to 
his wife Delaila. BJP is 
already saying that 
Lobo was asking for a 
ticket for his wife De-

laila, for which BJP 
was not ready, after 
which he left the party. 

It is being said that 
Michael Lobo has influ-
ence in six Catholic-
dominated seats and 
with his help, the Con-
gress will win the elec-
tions on these six seats.

However, Congress 
leaders are also saying 
that no one can guaran-
tee what he will do after 
the elections. 

His aim is to remain 
in power as for him the 
party is not of  much 
importance.

Kavita Pant

Lucknow: With the 
poll-bugle for the As-
sembly elections of  five 
states including Uttar 
Pradesh being sounded, 
the process of  applying 
for voluntary retire-
ment by civil servants 
has started. Rajeshwar 
Singh, Joint Director of  
Enforcement Directo-
rate and well-known of-
ficer of  UP Police has 
applied for VRS and it is 
being said that he will 
contest from any seat in 
NCR region adjoining 

Delhi on BJP’s ticket.
Recently, Asim Arun, 

who was appointed 
commissioner in Kan-
pur, has also talked 
about taking VRS and 
word is that he can fight 
from Kannauj Sadan 
seat on BJP ticket. 
But the question is, 
from where are the IAS 
and IPS officers getting 
the inspiration to con-
test elections by taking 
VRS? How are execu-
tives, who are worried 
about their career, 
transfer-posting and se-
cure future, suddenly 

choosing an insecure 
field like politics? 
Officers have been con-
testing elections in the 
past as well, but it seems 
that the large number 
of  retired and voluntar-
ily retired officers, 

whom the BJP has 
brought on important 
position, seems to have 
been the inspiration for 
other officers and per-
haps that is why most 
are joining the BJP. 
Last year, Arvind Shar-

ma, an additional secre-
tary level officer in 
PMO took VRS in a 
hurry and was sent to 
Uttar Pradesh. A few 
days after reaching Luc-
know, he became a 
member of  the Legisla-
tive Council and also 
became party’s Vice 
President. It is every 
bureaucrat’s dream to 
get a job in PMO but 
Sharma left PMO and 
went to do politics in 
UP! Although he could 
not become a minister, 
but it is believed that if  
the BJP government 

comes to power yet 
again in UP, he will get 
a big role because he 
has been a close officer 
of  the PMO from Guja-
rat to Delhi.

Last year, when the 
Prime Minister expand-
ed the first Cabinet of  
his second government, 
Ashwini Vaishnaw, an 
IAS officer of  Odisha 
cadre, was given three 
huge ministries like 
Railways, Communica-
tions and IT. He is a 1994 
batch IAS. 

Aparajita Sarangi, an 
IAS officer of  batch and 

cadre similar to 
Vaishnaw, is currently 
a Lok Sabha MP of  the 
BJP. It is not surprising 
then that the same IAS 
officer of  his batch and 
Kanpur Commissioner 
Aseem Arun also wants 
to contest the elections. 
Apart from Vaishnaw, 
many former bureau-
crats like RK Singh, S 
Jaishankar, Hardeep 
Singh Puri, who are 
ministers in Modi’s gov-
ernment, are also the 
inspiration for new of-
ficers to quit their jobs 
and contest elections.

IN UTTAR PRADESH, BABUS WILL ALSO CONTEST POLLS?
SOUNDING OF POLL BUGLE
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Will the tradition 
be broken in UP?
Sharat K Verma

Lucknow: The poli-
tics of  Uttar Pradesh 
is bizarre compared 
to the rest of  the na-
tion, as in this state, 
there is no tradition, 
for the past 20 years, 
of  Chief  Ministers 
contesting Assembly 
polls. Rajnath Singh 
was the last CM who 
had fought the As-
sembly elections in 
2002 and in that elec-
tion too he contested 
by getting an Opposi-
tion MLA to vacate 
the seat. 

BSP chief  Mayawa-
ti became CM in 2007 
& instead of  going 
through the elector-
ate, she remained a 
member of  the Legis-
lative Council. Akh-
ilesh Yadav, who be-
came CM in 2012, was 
an MP and he also 
became a member of  
the Legislative Coun-
cil. 

Then in 2017, when 
Yogi Adityanath be-
came the CM, he was 
also an MP at that 
time and after be-
coming CM, he be-
came a member of  

the Legislative Coun-
cil.

Therefore, the 
question is, will this 
tradition be broken 
this time around? 
The BJP’s Central 
Election Committee 
held a meeting on 
Thursday to decide 
the names of  the can-
didates. 

It is being said that 
this time the party 
wants CM Yogi Adi-
tyanath and both the 
Deputy CMs—Kes-
hav Prasad Maurya 
and Dinesh Shar-
ma—to contest the 
Assembly elections. 
With this, the tradi-
tion of  contesting the 
election by Chief  
Ministers can be re-
stored. As far as for-
mer Chief  Ministers 
and CM candidates 
are concerned, as of  
now, BSP chief  
Mayawati’s party has 
announced that she 
will not contest polls. 
There is no informa-
tion if  SP chief  Akh-
ilesh Yadav will con-
test the elections or 
not as he is currently 
a member of  the Lok 
Sabha.
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Islamabad: Pakistan’s 
Prime Minister Imran 
Khan has signed the 
public version of  the 
first-ever National Se-
curity Policy of  Paki-
stan on Friday, for the 
years 2022-2026.

“For the first time, the 
National Security Divi-
sion has developed a con-
sensus document which 
defines national security 
in a proper way”, said 
Khan at the inauguration 
ceremony, which took 

place in Islamabad, re-
ported Samaa TV. The 
National Security Policy 
covers all internal and 
external security aspects, 
including the situation in 

Afghanistan and its im-
pact on the neighbour-
hood. The Pakistani pub-
lication said that the draft 
puts economic and mili-
tary security at the core 

of  policy and outlines the 
challenges and opportu-
nities facing Pakistan in 
the coming years.

Aside from the mili-
tary and economic is-
sues, the document 
throws light on Paki-
stan’s water security as 
well as population 
growth, terrorism and 
foreign policy.

Earlier, Imran Khan 
had summoned a meet-
ing of  the National Secu-
rity Council (NSC) to re-

view the country’s first-
ever national security 
policy on December 27. 
The information of  the 
review meeting was pro-
vided by Pakistan’s Infor-
mation Minister Fawad 
Chaudhry in a tweet. The 
NSC is Pakistan’s high-
est forum for coordina-
tion on security matters 
and is attended by key 
federal Ministers, the na-
tional security adviser, 
services chiefs and intel-
ligence officials.  —ANI

Imran Khan signs Pak’s first-ever National Security Policy
FOR YEARS 2022-2026

lll

Aside from military 
& economic 

issues, the 
document throws 

light on Pak’s 
water security as 

well as population 
growth, terrorism 

and foreign policy.

GDP growth to take a hit; RBI may delay reverse repo rate hike
New Delhi: While the 
Omicron variant-led 
third wave of  Covid-19 
in India might be around 
for a shorter duration, it 
may mildly increase the 
inflationary pressures 
and may cause a delay in 
a reverse repo rate hike 
from February to April, 
research firm Nomura 
wrote.

Research shows that 
the Indian economy has 
entered the third wave 
in a far healthier state 

relative to the second 
wave but voluntary pull-
backs and reimposition 
of  state restrictions are 
starting to bite. Private 
airline IndiGo recently 
cut back on 20% of  its 
flights while IRCTC re-
duced the frequency of  
the Mumbai-
Ahmedabad Tejas Ex-
press from five days a 
week currently to three 
days between 12 Janu-
ary and 11 February.

The media reported 

on Thursday that con-
sumers have started to 
load their pantries 
with essentials to avoid 
stepping out frequent-
ly amid a spike in Cov-
id-19 infections and 
state-level curbs.

Nomura says the re-
imposition of  restric-
tions is likely to delay 
the recovery in the ser-
vices sector, which even 
prior to the third wave, 
was still trailing pre-
pandemic levels, but it 

believes that manufac-
turing and non-contact-
intensive services 
should hold up.

Nomura further 
says that the previous 

waves of  the Covid-19 
pandemic led to sup-
ply-side disruptions 
and a flare-up in infla-
tionary pressures, 
which it says, to per-

sist even after the wave 
ends, adding another 
headwind to house-
holds’ balance sheets.

The research firm 
believes that that third 
wave will adversely af-
fect India’s growth in 
the fourth quarter of  
the current fiscal but 
that the loss in momen-
tum could be much less 
than during the second 
wave and largely con-
centrated in services 
for a shorter duration. 

It has lowered its Q4 
GDP growth forecast to 
3.2% year-on-year from 
5.2% earlier.

Although, Nomura 
has also said that the 
slowdown in Q4FY22 
should lead to a faster 
catch-up in Q1FY23, 
owing to recovery from 
the third wave.

When it comes to in-
flation, Nomura says 
that while the third 
wave will be inflation-
ary, it won’t be as bad as 

it was during the earli-
er two waves. It expects 
headline inflation to 
rise from 5.6% year-on-
year in December to 
6.0-6.5% in January. Do 
note, MPC’s mandated 
tolerance band for in-
flation is 2-6%.

On the policy front, 
Nomura expects the Re-
serve Bank of  India to 
delay the reverse repo 
rate hike from its cur-
rent expectation of  Feb-
ruary to April. —Agencies

Kremlin: Following 
the Supreme Court’s 
observation that the 
decision to suspend 
12 BJP MLAs from the 
Maharashtra Assembly 
for one year is prima 
facie unconstitutional 
as there is a constitu-
tional bar to it operating 
beyond six months, the 
Uddhav Thackeray-led Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA) 
government is likely to tread cautiously on this 
issue. One day before the hearing of the case in 
the Supreme Court, 6 of the 12 suspended MLAs 
appeared before Assembly Deputy Speaker Narhari 
Zhirwal for a hearing on their suspension, after they 
were asked to come and record their statements 
before the Deputy Speaker.

New Delhi: The Border Security Force (BSF) has res-
cued 140 green parrots from clutches of smugglers 
and foiled wildlife smuggling along the Indo-Bang-
ladesh border. On the basis of specific information, 
the BSF troops in the South Bengal frontier nabbed a 
smuggler on Thursday along with these parrots in the 
North 24 Parganas district. “All these birds were being 
smuggled from India to Bangladesh through the area 
of Border Out Post Tarali, North 24 Parganas district 
in Bangladesh,” the BSF said.

12 BJP MLAS’ SUSPENSION: MVA GOVT 
TREADS WITH CAUTION POST SC REMARKS

BSF RESCUES 140 SMUGGLED PARROTS 
ON INDIA-BANGLADESH BORDER

New Delhi: Taking custody of daughter-in-law’s jewellery 
for safety cannot constitute cruelty under Section 498A 
of the Indian Penal Code, the Supreme Court has said. 
A bench of Justices Indira Banerjee and JK Maheshwari 
said that failure to control an adult brother, living indepen-
dently, or giving advice to adjust to sister-in-law to avoid 
retaliation cannot constitute cruelty to the bride within the 
meaning of Section 498A of the IPC. Section 498 A refers 
to husband or relative of husband of a woman subjecting 
her to cruelty. The case was lodged by a woman against 
her husband and in-laws for subjecting her to cruelty.

SC: TAKING CUSTODY OF BRIDE’S 
JEWELLERY FOR SAFETY NOT CRUELTY

CRUCIAL READ

New Delhi: The gov-
ernment’s Subject Ex-
pert Committee (SEC) 
on Friday sought more 
data from Bharat Bio-
tech and Serum Insi-
tute of  India (SII) be-
fore granting complete 
market approval for 
their Covid-19 vaccines, 
Covaxin and Cov-
ishield, respectively.

Sources said the SEC 
asked both the compa-
nies to come back with 
specific conditions 
backed with data for 
the full market approv-
al. The SEC, according 
to sources, was of  the 
view that it cannot al-
low SII and Bharat Bio-
tech to sell Covaxin and 

Covishield in the open 
market till the govern-
ment is mapping vac-
cination through spe-
cific nationwide drives 
via the Cowin app.

Sources also added 
that the data, which 
has been sought from 
both the companies, 
has been asked in the 
compiled form, rather 
than ongoing rolling 
data. Bharat Biotech 
has already submitted 
it now, while the SII 
will furnish it soon.

A market authorisa-
tion label for a vaccine 
means it can be au-
thorised for use with-
out reservations or 
conditions.  —ANI

New Delhi: The peti-
tioners in the hate 
speeches case in Su-
preme Court have writ-
ten to the Aligarh dis-
trict magistrate, urging 
the official to take pre-
ventive action to ensure 
that no speeches of  the 
nature made at the 
Haridwar Dharam San-
sad are allowed at a pro-
posed event in Aligarh.

The Supreme Court 
Wednesday asked the 
Union government, Del-
hi Police and Uttara-
khand Police to respond 
to a plea seeking direc-
tion to ensure investiga-
tion and action against 
those who allegedly 
made hate speeches dur-

ing two events held re-
cently in Haridwar and 
the national capital.

While issuing notice 
on the plea, a bench 
headed by CJI Ramana 
had said the petitioners 
are at liberty to make a 
representation to the 
concerned local authori-
ties regarding such 
events, after senior advo-
cate Kapil Sibal, appear-
ing for the petitioners, 
said a Dharam Sansad is 
scheduled in Aligarh.

Sibal, the senior coun-
sel, had submitted that 
some more events are 
being planned, in which 
there may be a possibil-
ity of  certain inflamma-
tory speeches.  —ANI

Petitioners urge authorities to 
not allow similar event in Aligarh

New Delhi: Observing 
that his act was an “af-
front to the dignity of  
women of  a particular 
community and commu-
nal harmony of  society”, 
a Delhi court has denied 
bail to engineering stu-
dent Neeraj Bishnoi, 
who is accused of  creat-
ing an app using GitHub 
which hosted photo-
graphs of  more than 100 
Muslim women without 
their consent, alongside 
objectionable comments.

Chief  Metropolitan 
Magistrate Dr Pankaj 
Sharma denied bail to 
Bishnoi stating that the 
facts disclosed that he 
created the ‘Bulli Bai’ 
app where “women of  a 
particular community 
are targeted and they are 
projected in a bad light 
with an objective to in-
sult and humiliate them 
by objectification”.  —PTI

Bulli Bai case: 
Bail denied to 
accused Niraj

Gathering at Haridwar Dharm Sansad event.  —FILE PHOTO

Govt panel seeks more data from 
vaccine firms for full market nod

New Delhi: External 
Affairs Minister Dr S 
Jaishankar held a 
talk with the Japa-
nese Foreign Minister 
Hayashi Yoshimasa 
on Friday, where they 
discussed the Covid 
situation, travel facili-
tation, bilateral pro-
jects, Quad, Myanmar 
and North Korea.

Taking to Twitter, 
External affairs min-
ister S Jaishankar-
said, “Delighted to 
have a New Year con-
versation with Japa-
nese FM @
hayashi09615064. Dis-
cussed Covid situa-
tion, travel facilita-
tion, bilateral pro-
jects, Quad, Myanmar 
and North Korea. 
Look forward to cele-
brating the 70th anni-
versary of  our diplo-
matic relations in a 

befitting manner.” 
tweeted Jaishankar. 
Notably, India had 
signed a peace treaty 
with Japan in 1952 
and 2022 will mark 
the completion of  70 
years of  diplomatic 
ties between both the 
countries.

The modern nation-
States have carried on 
the positive legacy of  
the old association 
which has been 
strengthened by 
shared values of  be-
lief  in democracy, in-
dividual freedom and 
the rule of  law.

Over the years, the 
two countries have 
built upon these val-
ues and created a 
partnership based on 
both principle and 
pragmatism, said 
MEA in a statement.  

 —ANI

EAM discusses Covid 
with Japanese FM	l No COVID-19 

vaccine shortage in 
Maharashtra, clarifies 
Union Health Ministry. 
Maharashtra has ~24 
lakh unutilised doses 
of Covaxin available 
and the Centre has 
sent additional 6.35 
lakh doses on Friday.

	l Omicron does 
affect the children but 
it is a mild disease. 
It is important for us 
to understand that 
children are not like 
adults and we cannot 
translate what we 
are doing in adults to 
children, say AIIMS 
experts

	l Covaxin now 
universal vaccine 
for adults, children: 
Bharat Biotech.

	l All schools, hostels 
in MP shut till Jan 31, 
pre-board exams to 
be held in ‘take-home’ 
format. 

COVID WATCH

100 detained in Arunachal demanding CM’s ouster
Agartala: Over a hun-
dred people were put 
under preventive deten-
tion in Arunachal 
Pradesh since Thurs-
day amid a 36-hour 
bandh call by the All 
Nyishi Youth Associa-
tion (ANYA) to demand 
the sacking of  Chief  
Minister Pema Khandu.

ANYA accused Khan-
du of  being involved in 
a Rs 2,000 crore scam 

and asked the govern-
ment to provide clarifi-
cations within 15 days 
in a memorandum they 
submitted on December 
10 last year.

The CM denied the al-
legations and said they 
were politically-moti-
vated. A petition with 
similar allegations filed 
by Arunachal Justice 
Forum, seeking probe 
against Khandu, was 

earlier disposed of  by 
the Supreme Court in 
December last year.

According to offi-
cials, the bandh affected 
the normal life in Itana-
gar – the state’s capital 
and nearby areas. As a 
precautionary measure, 
the administration had 
suspended mobile inter-
net services from 
Wednesday evening for 
the next 48 hours to pre-

vent use of  social media 
in mobilising people to 
disrupt law and order. 
The strike was also de-
clared illegal by local 
authorities.

However, while they 
maintained that the 
situation is peaceful 
and under control, 25 of  
the arrestees were 
charged under the 
Arunachal Pradesh 
UAPA, 2014. —Agencies

New Delhi: The year 
2021 was the fifth warm-
est year in India since 
1901, with the country 
recording its annual 
mean air temperature 
at 0.44 degree Celsius 
above normal, the India 
Meteorological Depart-
ment said on Friday.

The country also re-
ported 1,750 deaths due 
to extreme weather 
events such as floods, 
cyclonic storms, heavy 
rain, landslides, light-
ning, among others, 
during the year, it said.

“The year 2021 was the 
5th warmest year after 
2016, 2009, 2017 & 2010 
since 1901. Country’s  an-
nual mean air tempera-
ture was recorded at 0.44 
degree C above normal,” 

the MeT department’s 
annual climate state-
ment, 2021 stated.

“The warm tempera-
ture during winter and 
post-monsoon season 
mainly contributed to 
this,” it said In 2016, the 
annual mean air tem-
perature for the coun-
try was 0.710 degree 
Celsius above normal. 
It was 0.550 degree C 
and 0.541 degree C above 
the average tempera-
ture in 2009 and 2017, 
respectively.  —Agencies

2021 India’s 5th warmest 
yr since 1901, says IMD

Bhopal: Taking note of  
the rising incidents of  
children getting addict-
ed to online games and 
taking extreme steps, 
Madhya Pradesh Minis-
ter Narottam Mishra 
has said that the state 

government will bring 
in an act to regulate 
gaming applications on 
mobile phones. Mishra 
referred to the alleged 
suicide by an 11-year-
old boy here while play-
ing Free Fire game.

Law to regulate online gaming 
in MP? Minister says ‘soon’ 

New Delhi: President Ram Nath Kovind has given 
his assent to the Appropriation (No. 5) Act, 2021 
that authorises the government to spend an addi-
tional Rs 3.73 lakh crore during the current fiscal.
The Act authorises “payment and appropriation of 
certain further sums from and out of the Consoli-
dated Fund of India for the services of the financial 
year 2021-22”.   —ANI

President Kovind gives assent to Act 
allowing govt to spend `3.73 lakh cr 
extra during current fiscal

OMICRON EFFECTOMICRON EFFECT

HARIDWAR HATE SPEECH
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ARMY DAY TODAY

First India Bureau

Jaisalmer: The Monu-
mental National Flag, 
which is the world’s 
largest national flag 
made of  Khadi fabric, 
will be put to a grand 
public display along the 
India – Pakistan Border 
in Jaisalmer to celebrate 
“Army Day” on Satur-
day. The Monumental 
National Flag will be 
displayed at Longewala 
which was the center 
stage of  the battle be-
tween India and Pak in 

1971.This will be the 
5th public display of  the 
National Flag since its 
unveiling in Leh on 
2nd October 2021. It 
was, later on, displayed 
at Hindon Airbase and 
at the Red Fort on 
21st Oct 2021, that 
marked the completion 
of  100 crore Covid vac-
cinations. On 4th Dec 
2021, the Monumental 
National Flag was dis-
played at the Naval 
Dockyard near Gate-
way of  India in Mumbai 
to celebrate Navy Day.

Khadi Tricolour to be displayed at Longewala


According to 
report,this will 

be the 5th public 
display of the 
largest Khadi 

National 
Tricolour since 
its unveiling in 

Leh on October 
2, 2021

The Monumental National Flag 
measures 225 feet long, 150 feet 
wide and weighs (approx.) 1400 
KG. It took 49 days for 70 Khadi 
artisans to prepare this fl ag. Mak-
ing of the Monumental National 
Flag has created nearly 3500 man 
hours of additional work for Khadi 
artisans and allied workers. A 
whopping 4500 meters of hand-
spun, hand-woven Khadi cotton 
bunting has been used in making 
the fl ag which covers the total 
area of 33, 750 square feet. The 
Ashok Chakra in the fl ag meas-
ures a diameter of 30 feet.

225 FEET LONG, 
150 FEET WIDE

ASARAM WANTS AJAY LAMBA TO 
BE SUMMONED AGAIN AS WITNESS
Jodhpur: Self-styled godman Asaram, who is 
undergoing life imprisonment for rape of a minor, 
has appealed in the High Court on Friday that Ajay 
Pal Lamba, who was the 
DCP during the episode, 
be summoned again as 
witness. But as the law-
yer of the victim sought 
time to reply, the Divi-
sion Bench of Justices 
Sandip Mehta and Vinod 
Kumar Bharwani posted 
the next hearing to com-
ing Tuesday. Lamba was 
the police offi cer who 
had arrested Asharam after the family of the victim 
fi led the rape case. He had videographed the site of 
the incident while investigating the matter and had 
appeared in the court as a witness.

NEWS DIGEST

Laxman Raghav

Jaipur: Two senior 
ministers from Ra-
jasthan Govind Ram 
Meghwal and Bhanwar 
Singh Bhati on Friday 
reached West Bengal to 
meet the injured passen-
gers of  Bikaner-Guwa-
hati Express, which de-
railed on Thursday. 
Some passengers from 
Rajasthan have been in-
jured in the derailment, 
but their condition is 
out of  danger. 

Bhati gave a full re-
port of  the train acci-
dent to CM Gehlot. On 
the instructions of  CM 
Gehlot, Rs 1 lakh will be 
given to the seriously 
injured and Rs 50,000 to 
minor injured. The 
state government will 
provide all possible 
help in the treatment of  
the injured passengers.

Govind Ram Meghw-
al and Bhanwar Singh 
Bhati have met the in-
jured passengers. 
Health officers, includ-
ing the Medical College 
Principal informed the 
two ministers about the 

injured passengers.
Bhati said that six peo-

ple are admitted in 

North Bengal Medical 
College. Dharmendra 
Choudhary and Ishwar-

ram Kumawat, who live 
in Nagaur’s Nawan, are 
seriously injured. Both 

of  them have suffered 
injuries on their hands 
and feet. 

However, the condi-
tion is out of  danger. The 
matter was discussed 
with the Medical College 
Principal. Bhati said that 
26 injured are admitted 
in Jalpaiguri. The condi-

tion of  all of  them is also 
out of  danger.

There is no one from 
Bikaner among the in-
jured. No one was in-
jured among the 191 
passengers who board-
ed from Bikaner in both 
the Jalpaiguri and Med-
ical College campuses. 

MEGHWAL, BHATI MEET INJURED 
IN WEST BENGAL, OFFER HELP

BIKANER-GUWAHATI EXPRESS DERAILS

Ministers Govind Ram Meghwal and Bhanwar SIngh Bhati interact with injured passengers in the 
hospital on Friday.

HELPLINE NUMBERS

PCC treasurer 
Sitaram seeks funds 
from party leaders 

Yogesh Sharma 

Jaipur: PCC treas-
urer Sitaram Agar-
wal has started the 
process to fill the cof-
fers of  the Congress 
party that are getting 
empty. There is need 
of  funds run-
ning the PCC and 
huge dues are pend-
ing towards the 
MLAs, which the 
PCC has now start-
ed demanding.

The amount has to 
be deposited as per 
the recommenda-
tions of  the Manmo-
han Committee. But 
25 percent of  the pub-
lic representatives 
did not deposit the 
dues. Rules for min-
isters, MLAs and 
leaders sitting in po-
sitions of  profit are 
there. The rule is of  

depositing one 
month’s salary in the 
party fund every 
year.

PCC members 
have to deposit Rs 300 
annually and AICC 
members Rs 600 an-
nually in the party 
fund.

CM Gehlot is top in 
giving regular 
amount. PCC 
Chief  Govind Dotas-
ra and former deputy 
CM Sachin Pilot also 
deposited money on 
time. Now PCC’s 
new treasurer Sitar-
am Agarwal is writ-
ing letters to every-
one so that the empty 
treasury of  PCC can 
be filled. Aggarwal 
had said after assum-
ing the post, “I am 
the son of  a bania and 
know how to settle 
the balance”.

PCC treasurer Sitaram Agarwal

First India Bureau

Bharatpur: Former 
MP from Bayana parlia-
mentary constituency 
Gangaram Koli passed 
away on Thursday even-
ing in Delhi. The last 
rites of  the former MP 
Gangaram Koli were 
performed according to 
the state honour and Ve-
dic rituals at Gaughat 
crematorium in Bayana 
on Friday. 

The body of  former 
MP Koli was giv-
en mukhgani (fire) by 
his eldest son Nandu 
Koli. Before the funeral, 
the sub-divisional offic-
er of  Bayana, Vinita 
Swamy and Deputy Su-
perintendent of  Police 
Ajay Sharma paid floral 
tributes to departed 
soul.The former MP was 
given final salute by pre-
senting the guard of  
honour by the armed 
police guards present. 

The funeral procession 
was taken out from his 
residence. Former Ra-
jasthan CM Vasundhara 
Raje also met his MP 
daughter-in-law and ex-
pressed her condolences 
and consoled the be-
reaved family. Mean-
while, his daughter-in-
law Bharatpur MP Ran-
jeeta Koli, district chief  
Jagat Singh, former dis-
trict chief  Rajveer Singh 
Faujdar, BJP state gen-
eral secretary Bhajan 
Lal Sharma, well-known 
leaders of  Bharatpur 
BJP attended the former 
MP’s last rites.

GEHLOT MONITORING SITUATION
CM Gehlot has been monitoring the situ-
ation. Ministers Bhanwar Singh Bhati and 
Govind Ram Meghwal reached Jalpaiguri. 
Commissioner Rajasthan Foundation Dhiraj 
Srivastava took over the coordination. The 
help of NRRs also came to the fore through 
the Rajasthan Foundation. 

Koli cremated with 
full state honours 

MINES DEPT IGNORES 
FIRM’S FOLLY, SIGNS 
MOU FOR 2ND TIME
Nirmal Tiwari 

Jaipur: The mines de-
partment has signed an 
MoU with the Jindal 
Saw Limited for a sec-
ond time on Monday for 
starting its steel plant 
with an investment of  
Rs 2,500 crore in Udaipur. 
Notably, the firm had 
signed an MoU for the 
same plant six years ago 
and the department had 
issued a notice to the 
firm for not starting the 
plant on time.

Even after six years 
of  the first MoU, the 
process of  allotment of  
land is still going on. 
The firm, however, de-
scribed it as a new in-
vestment to the mines 
department and got an 
MoU signed.

Mines Minister 
Pramod Jain Bhaya has 
been kept in the dark. 
He was not informed 

about the status of  ne-
gotiations before the 
MoU was inked.

The Mines and Geolo-
gy Department had 
granted a mining lease 
to M/s Jindal Saw Lim-
ited on 16 November 2010 
at Dedwas for extraction 
of  iron ore, gold, silver, 
lead, zinc, copper, nickel, 
cobalt and associated 
minerals as per the 
terms and conditions.

Now, it is to be seen 
that the mines depart-
ment accepts its negli-
gence in the matter by 
taking any action 
against the company.

CM Gehlot sanctioned 
`1L  to seriously 
injured and `50k to 
minor injured 

Manoj Sharma 

Tonk: Water Resourc-
es Minister Mahend-
rajeet Singh Malviya 
was on a one-day visit 
to Tonk district on Fri-
day where he visited 
the under construc-
tion dam being built in 
Isarda and instructed 
the officials concerned 
to speed up the work 
as well as inspected 
the Bisalpur dam 
while interacting with 
the media.  

Minister Mahendra-
jeet Singh Malviya said 
that the target of  com-
pleting the Isarda dam 
was fixed in 2023, which 
would be completed on 
time, while efforts are 
also being made to in-
crease the filling capac-
ity of  Bisalpur dam to 
repair the drains given 
to the farmers for irri-
gation.  In this regard, 
action will also be tak-

en. In future, this plan 
is also being prepared 
that the water flowing 
from Mahi Dam can 
also be brought to Bisal-
pur Dam. Minister Ma-
hendrajeet Singh 
Malviya said that Chief  
Minister Ashok Gehlot 
is trying to declare Eas-
ton Canal as a national 
project, but the central 
government has taken 
up the matter.

Min Malviya: Isarda dam 
will be completed in 2023 

Water Resources Minister Mahendrajeet Singh Malviya

The target of 
completing the 
Isarda dam 

was fixed in 2023, 
which would be 
completed on time, 
while efforts are also 
being made to increase 
the filling capacity of 
Bisalpur dam. 
 —Mahendrajeet Singh

Water Resources Minister 

Gangaram Koli

First India Bureau

Bharatpur: Four mis-
creants shot a young 
man at the college 
ground in front of  the 
IG office and the divi-
sional commissioner’s 
office. Many pellets hit 
on the face of  the young 
man. Immediately after 
the incident, the play-
ers present in the col-
lege ground job took the 
injured to RBM Hospi-
tal. He is undergoing 
treatment. Jitesh (23), a 
resident of  Deendayal 
Nagar in the city, told 
that he is preparing to 
join the police. He goes 
to the college ground to 
play football every day 
to keep his body fit. On 
Friday also he was 
changing clothes after 
playing football. He had 
other boys as well who 
came to the college 
ground to play and run 
to prepare for the job. 

Youth shot at 
near IG office 
in Bharatpur



COVID-19 
UPDATE

WORLD

5,541,058
TOTAL DEATHS

264,347,587
TOTAL RECOVERED

51,353,210
ACTIVE CASES

321,241,855
TOTAL CASES

INDIA

485,350
TOTAL DEATHS

34,824,706
TOTAL RECOVERED

1,272,073
ACTIVE CASES

36,582,129
TOTAL CASES

 On Army Day, we pay tribute to 
our soldiers and remember the 
Indian General who took over 

the Indian Army - Gen KM Cariappa.
—Jagdeesh Chandra, CEO & Editor-in-Chief, First India
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Rajendra Chhabra

Jaipur: The officials of  
Food & Supplies De-
partment aren’t able to 
fulfil the strange de-
mands of  its new minis-
ter Pratap Singh 
Khachariyawas. The 
minister has demanded 
a staff  of  total 18 per-
sonnel for his office & 
residence. This in-
cludes clerks, peons, 
drivers etc. The depart-
ment has so far, been 

able to arrange 8 per-
sonnel only. Some of  the 
staffers are making ex-
cuses not to work at the 

minister’s place. Secre-
tary Naveen Jain is 
worried as to how to 
spare staff  from dept’s 
small cadre strength. 
When PSK was Trans-
port Minister, Naveen 
Jain was coincidentally 
CMD Roadways. At that 
time, the Minister’s 
similar demand was ful-
filled as there were hun-
dreds of  staff  in the  
Roadways. But this 
time, Naveen Jain is 
facing a dilemma.

Rajasthan Roadways 
is a loss making or-

ganisation. The Chair-
men and MDs so far, 
haven’t been able to 
change its condition  de-
spite all efforts. Now, 
the command of  this 
organisation is in the 
hands of  a senior IAS 
officer Sandeep Verma. 
He has also been trying 
for the last six months 
to bring in some im-
provement. What 
changes he would bring, 

only the time will tell, 
but he has introduced 
an appreciable initia-
tive. The Roadways 

head office building at 
the Parivahan Marg is 
old & dilapidated. Ver-
ma has taken the initia-
tive to renovate and give 
a face lift to this build-
ing. The main porch has 
been given a new look 
and the building now 
appears to be attractive. 
It is worth mentioning 
that when Verma was in 
the OTS, he worked 
hard for new construc-
tion and renovating the 
building there as well.

Food Dept’s plate full! Can’t 
cater to Min’s queer demands

Roadway’s facelift! Verma 
starts with renovating office

Post Alwar episode, Priyanka Gandhi  & family 
leave for New Delhi amid tight security
Abhinav Agarwal

Sawai Madhopur: 
Congress National Gen-
eral Secretary Priyanka 
Gandhi along with her 
family left for New Del-
hi by road on Friday 
afternoon. 

Priyanka Gandhi’s 
convoy left for New Del-
hi from a hotel on Ran-
thambore Road amid 
tight security as on 
Thursday, college stu-
dents and BJP workers 
had protested against 
the increasing crimes 
in the state and raised 
slogans against the 
Congress government.

After this, the district 
administration and po-
lice administration 
stepped up the security 
for Priyanka Gandhi 
and her family. Her de-
parture schedule was 
kept confidential. 

Police were seen at 
every step of  the way 
from her hotel to the 

border of  the district.
Congress leader Pri-

yanka Gandhi was on a 
three-day visit accom-
panied by husband Rob-
ert Vadra, son, and 
daughter to celebrate 
her birthday. 

BJP leaders tried to 
gherao her over the Al-
war episode, but could 
not because of  the swift 
action by the police.

Vehicles coming from 
the city were stopped 
for some time and left 
only after Priyanka 
Gandhi’s convoy left.

Devnani submits 
probe report to BJP 
state leadership

BARAN CROSS-VOTING CASE

North Ring Rd Project: 
No reply from Centre

First India Bureau

Jaipur: The investiga-
tion of  cross-voting in 
Baran Zila Pramukh 
election has been com-
pleted. Now the state 
leadership will decide 
based on the inquiry re-
port. Due to this cross-
voting, the BJP had to 
face defeat on the Zila 
Pramukh seat despite 
getting the majority.

Baran’s election in-
charge Vasudev Dev-
nani said that the in-
vestigation has been 
completed. It is expect-
ed that the state leader-
ship will take action 
against guilty leaders 
and workers. “We have 
also given information 
about suspected leaders 
and activists involved 
in cross-voting in the 
report. It was only after 
the defeat that we be-
came active and every 
aspect has been investi-

gated and then the re-
port has been submit-
ted to the state leader-
ship,” he said.

The workers had also 
vandalised the office of  
MP Dushyant Singh, 
son of  former Chief  
Minister Vasundhara 
Raje. BJP leaders had 
expressed their dis-
pleasure about this too.

State President Sat-
ish Poonia himself  had 
sent a two-member 
committee to Baran for 
investigation. Not only 
this, but Chhabra MLA 
was also included in the 
inquiry committee, but 
he resigned from the 
committee.

First India Bureau

Jaipur: The State 
government is yet to 
receive any response 
from the Central gov-
ernment to its letter 
regarding construc-
tion of  the proposed 
North Ring Road in 
the city. 

It had written to the 
Centre to make the Rs 
4,500 crore project a 
joint venture of  Jaipur 
Development Authori-
ty (JDA) and National 
Highway Authority of  
India (NHAI) with 

equal share. 
Though almost 6 

months have elapsed, 
the State government 
has not got any reply. 
This has compelled 
the JDA to stop the 
paper work like ‘re-
quest for proposal’ 
required for it.

Yogesh Sharma

Jaipur: The PCC has 
taken a step forward to 
make the 'Digital Mem-
bership Campaign,'  a 
success. Under the 
campaign, the state 
PCC aims to become a 
leader in Congress 
committees across the 
country. PCC Presi-
dent Govind Singh Do-
tasra claims to make 
more than 50 lakh 
members in the stipu-
lated time.

In wake of  Corona 
pandemic, the State 
Congress Committee 
has the lone  option that 
new members of  Con-
gress should be made 
only through the digital 
membership campaign. 
Dotasra has given the 
target of  participation 
in the digital campaign 

to Ministers, MLAs, 
District Presidents, 
PCC officials and Panch 
Pradhans.

Digital membership 
in-charge will be made 
after acquiring two 
names from each as-
sembly constituency, 
informed Dotasra.

Seven Chief  En-

rollers will also be ap-
pointed in each assem-
bly constituency, who 
will be given the charge 
of  30 - 40 booths of  the 
said Assembly constitu-
ency.

Two workers will be 
appointed at all 50,062 
booths of  Rajasthan, 
who will make 100 peo-

ple members of  Con-
gress through the digi-
tal medium. 400 persons 
of  contacts have been 
selected in 200 Assem-
bly constituencies.

However, the State 
Congress leadership is 
angry that the partici-
pation of  MLAs in the 
first VC of  the PCC 

President regarding 
digital membership 
was low, while the min-
isters showed full inter-
est. However, a report 
will be sent to state 
Congress in-charge 
Ajay Maken, if  the 
MLAs don't take  the 
digital membership 
campaign seriously.

PCC AIMS TO MAKE 50L MEMBERS 
UNDER DIGITAL MEMBERSHIP DRIVE
PCC Chief GS Dotasra has given participation 
target  to Ministers, MLAs, District Presidents, 
PCC officials and the Panch Pradhans

Digital membership in-charge will be made 
after acquiring two names from each Assembly 
constituency, informed Dotasra

 WISHING SPEEDY RECOVERY...

Congress leader Sachin Pilot met former Assembly Speaker and MLA from Shrimadhopur, 
Deependra Singh Shekhawat at Fortis Hospital in Jaipur on Friday. While sharing a picture 
on Twitter, Pilot said, "I am glad that his health is improving steadily, hope he will make a full 
recovery and return home soon."

Alwar Rape: BJP accuses Priyanka 
of indulging in ‘selective politics’
New Delhi: The BJP 
on Friday hit out at 
Congress leader Pri-
yanka Gandhi Vadra 
over the suspected rape 
case of  a mentally-chal-
lenged minor girl in 
Rajasthan, alleging 
that she engages in ‘se-
lective politics’ and 
uses the cause of  atroc-
ities against women to 
push her politics.

While she claims to 
champion the cause of  
women in Uttar 
Pradesh with a slogan 
like ‘Ladki hoon, lad 
sakti hoon,’ but her 
suggestion to women 
in a Congress-ruled 
state like Rajasthan is 
“Ladki ho to ladna 
mana hai”, BJP 
spokesperson Sambit 
Patra said.

“In reality, you are a 
Congress politician and 
can only do politics,” he 
said.

While everyone 
should speak for justice 
for women and raise 
their voice against any 

atrocity against them, 
when the issue is used 
selectively due to one’s 
political ambition as 
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra 
and Rahul Gandhi have 
done, then this becomes 
‘unforgivable.’

They post their pic-
tures with victims’ fam-
ilies there but did they 
meet the girl in Ra-
jasthan, he asked.

Speaking to reporters, 
he alleged that Vadra 
was celebrating her 
birthday at Ranthamb-
hore in Rajasthan and a 
BJP delegation wanted 
to meet her over the is-
sue but was denied. 

Patra asked if  she had 
sought report from Ra-
jasthan Chief  Minister 
Ashok Gehlot about the 
ghastly incident. —PTI

Under the Digital Mem-
bership Campaign, an 

individual can become a 
digital member of Con-
gress by submitting his 
information on the Digital 
Membership Campaign 
App of Congress by paying 
a fee of `5. A digital card 
will also be provided by 
the party to the new 
member. 

DIGITAL MEMBERSHIP 
AT A FEE OF `5

Neither of the two 
siblings visited the 

victim’s family 
nor met her as she 
battles for life in 
hospital, while 

they do so in states 
not ruled by the 

Congress.
—Sambit Patra,
BJP spokesperson

Priyanka Gandhi

Govind Singh Dotasra

TALES OF BUREAUCRACY

Sandeep VermaNaveen Jain

GehlotGehlot
sayssays

Greetings and best 
wishes to all veter-

ans of our armed forces 
on Veterans Day. We 
remain indebted to them 
for their sacrifi ces, com-
mitment and glorious 
service to the nation.

Greetings and best 
wishes on the 

auspicious occasion of 
Makar Sankranti, Pon-
gal, Bhogi, Magh Bihu 
and Uttarayan. May the 
festivals bring pros-
perity and happiness in 
everybody’s life.

Warm wishes on the 
festival of Makar 

Sankranti, wishing 
everyone happiness, 
prosperity and a 
healthy life on this 
occasion. The festival 
of Makar Sankranti is 
celebrated in different 
forms in different parts 
of the country. This fes-
tival of worship of Sun 
God is a symbol of rich 
heritage and cultural 
unity of our country.

Vasudev Devnani
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fter a hard time of  COVID, Ma-
kar Sankranti was celebrated 
by people across the country 
with immense joy, happiness 
and love on Friday. Being the 
first festival of  the year, it 
was celebrated with great 

enthusiasm, people were seen en-
joying with their family and friends 
all day long, with ‘vo kaaate’ and 
lots of  prayers and laughter 
across. 

The festival was enjoyed with 
the sweetness of  rewri, moongfa-
li, and popcorn. People not only 
enjoyed the delicacies but had 
fun with colourful kites, bal-
loons, music and wonderful com-
pany around. 

Makar Sankranti marks the 
beginning of  Uttarayan, which 
lasts for six months, and the 
starting of  the month of  Magh 
in the Hindu calendar. The fes-
tival suggests the movement of  
the sun towards the northern 
hemisphere, signifying the on-
set of  warmer and longer days. 
City First shares a few glimps-
es of  the Makar Sankranti 
celebration which portrays 
the pure love and happiness 
of  the people, in regards to 
this festival. Since it’s the 
best time to spend the entire 
day with your loved ones, 
this festival is loved by eve-
ryone and is definitely a spe-
cial one for all of  them.

This year, keeping the fact in 
mind that COVID is still not 
over, everyone took the re-
quired precautions and made 
sure the day was not only 
about fun and laughter but 
about safety too. 

MITALI DUSAD
mitalidusad01@gmail.com

City First brings to 
you some glimpses 
from the colourful Makar 
Sakranti celebrations 
held keeping in mind 
the Covid-19 guidelines. 
Various moods of the 
festival were captured 
on the occasion.

A

JAIPUR, SATURDAY
JANUARY 15, 2022

Taruna, Shubda, Megha, Muskan,
Aastha, Simran, Neelanjana, Vasudha, 
Shrishti and Shreya enjoying the festive vibes

—PHOTOS BY MUKESH KIRADOO

Poonam Sharma, Riya Suledia, Tripti Arora, 
Akanksha Bhalla, Gaurav Gaur and Muskan Kamdar
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LET'S FILL THE SKY WITH 

COLOURS AGAIN! 
SAKRANTI IS THE ONE FESTIVAL THAT BOTH ADULTS AND YOUNG CAN ENJOY ALIKE. THOUGH THE LAST YEAR 
HAS BEEN TOUGH, PEOPLE HAVE COME BACK WITH HEARTS FULL OF KITE-FLYING SPIRIT. CITY FIRST BRINGS 

TO YOU SOME GLIMPSES OF OUR READERS’ LOVELY CELEBRATION KEEPING IN MIND COVID PROTOCOLS!

very year on Ma-
kar Sakranti the 
sky is painted in a 
thousand different 
colours thanks to 

all the beautiful kites. 
This year, however, 
there’s a little twist. Since 
the lockdown and the 
stress, last year ham-
pered the proper celebra-
tion of  Sakranti. This 
year, people are celebrat-
ing the relaxation in the 
Covid situation and the 
newfound freedom and 
hopes in their hearts. The 
markets are packed, the 
roofs are crowded, 
the music is blast-
ing, and the true 
spirit of  ‘pa-
tangbaazi’ is in 
the effect. 
Though the 
people are ex-
cited, the in-
cidents of  
last year have 
made them cau-
tious. Can we expect 
the public to have 
fun while still be-
ing safe?

DEVANSHI MUDGAL
cityfirst@firstindia.co.in

E

Govind Sharma, Somyata Mishra, Yogesh Mishra, Nimisha Mishra and Sanskriti Mishra Young girl in festive swag

Kanupriya Singh

Astha Khandelwal Shreesha and Nitin Modi

A new bride tries her hand

Youth enjoying the occasion The ‘vo kaate’ moment captured beautifully The Modi family: Gaurav, Vigya, Aarudra and Arun

The lantern moment

Hemal Chaudhary

Tripti, Tanu, Akanksha and Tanu

Yogesh Mishra

Avika Tinker

Yashvi and Radhika caught in a candid moment

An excited group of girls

Shubhda, Megha, Simran and Nakul Tanu, Shrishti, Megha, Shubhda and Simran grooving on bollywood music

Suresh Mishra, Mukesh Mishra and Yogesh Mishra

Khushboo D
ahiya

Vasudha TiwariTa
nu

 C
ho

ud
ha

ry

Riya Singh

Tripti Sharma

—PHOTOS BY SANTOSH SHARMA, HANIF SINDHI, MUKESH KIRADOO AND SUNIL SHARMA
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CITY    BUZZGET VACCINATED

STAY MASKED  

Every 14th of January, people in India celebrate the festival of Makar Sakranti to mark the transition of the sun into the zodiac sign of Capricorn (Makar rashi in Hindi, hence the name). During the day, the sky of Pinkcity was flooded with 
kites. The rooftops of all buildings were packed with people taking part in this annual activity and for most of the day, noise all across the city was deafening. But as the night approached, the kites in the sky give way to sky lanterns and 
fireworks. As darkness prevailed, the city came alive with the lights of stunning lanterns slowing ascending into the sky. Photojournalist Suman Sarkar and Santosh Sharma captured and justified this beautiful moment gracefully.  

LIT UP 
SKY

PATANG DA RANG!

n exciting kite flying par-
ty was organised on 
January 14 by Vineet 
Rajpal at Rooftop 
Garden, Jaipur where 
mouth-watering Sakar-
anti special delicacies 

were served with lunch. The even-
ing became more magical with the 
presence of  Shera, Salman Khan’s 
bodyguard and founder, Tiger se-
curity. He motivated everyone to 
take Covid precautions. Various 
who’s who of  the town and kite 
enthusiasts were present on the 
occasion.  —CITY FIRST

A

SEEKING BLESSINGS! CITY FIRST

J
ain Sadhvi Pra-
mukha Kanak 
Prabha graced the 
city of  Jaipur with 

her presence on Thurs-
day. Ajay Chopra, the 
head of  Crayons adver-
tising, welcomed her at 
his residence with his 
entire family. He 
also sought bless-
ings from her after 
listening to the Ser-
mon from Sadhvi and 
later mentioned that his 
house was blessed when 
Jain Sadhvi Pramukha 
Kanak Prabha visited his 
place.
 cityfirst@firstindia.co.in

SPREADING AWARENESS!

MFJCF took an initiative to promote the cause of Organ Donation on the occasion of Makar 
Sankranti, they distributed 1000 kites across Jaipur to hospital staff members and others with 
slogans of the cause to spread awareness.

B’DAY CELEBRATIONS!

Prachi Mehta, niece of senior journalist Anil Lodha, celebrated her 22nd birthday with her 
family on Friday.

The birthday of IAS 
Antar Singh Nehra, IAS 
Rajendra Vijay and IPS 
Laxman Gaur was on 
Friday, January 14. We 
wish them all the best!

HAPPY B’DAY!

Shera during the kite flying

Shera and Vineet Rajpal

Nikhil Madan, Mahima Madan, Niyati Bhandari, 
Kirti Madan with their friends

Jessi and Abhimanyu Golcha

Pallavi and Kanika Tushar and Manka Nimit and Kavita Chauhan Parul and Minal

Mamta Mehta, Prachi Mehta, Vagmi Jain and Bimla Lodha

Pradeep Lodha, DC Mehta, Utkarsh Lodha, Vaibhav Lodha, Anju Lodha, Bharti Jain,
Prachi Mehta with niece Vagmi Jain, Mamta Mehta, Bimla Lodha and Richa Lodha

Rahul, Sanjana, Sangeeta, Mihika and JaivardhanBhavna, Alka and Suman

—
PHOTOS BY M

UKESH KIRADOO
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